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Macy’s Day Parade
Every year about 50 million people tune in live to the watch 

the Macy’s Day Parade. For many people the Macy’s Day Parade 
signals the beginning of the Christmas season, and that is 
exactly what the large department store intended for people to 
think! They want you to come buy your Christmas presents from 
their stores! Santa even makes an appearance in the parade. 
Puppeteer Tony Sarg helped Macy’s create a thrilling parade that 
has people on the edge of their seats mesmerized by the 
balloons and floats.  Did you know in the first few years of the 
parade wild animals were part of the procession? Thank 
goodness that idea was rethought. 



Wollman Rink
Do you know how to ice skate? It seems that even the 

beginning skater flocks to Wollman Park in New York City to take a 
lap around the icey arena. The rink was opened to the public in 
1949 after generous donations from a lady named Kate Wollman 
to commemorate her Kansas family. The ice skating rink is 
typically open from October until April. There was a stint of 
about four years that the rink was closed for repairs in the 
1980s. There are daily public skating hours and also programs 
such as skating classes and hockey leagues.  What you may not 
know is that during the summertime the arena is used as an 
amusement park known as Victoria Gardens! 



Radio City and the 
Rockettes

When thinking of New Cork City at Christmas time, the 
Rockettes are one of the first things that pops into many 
people’s heads. The Rockettes have been entertaining America at 
Radio City Hall for almost a century.  They are a dance company 
that focuses on perfect form, creative performances, and high 
kicks. The biggest show of the year for the Rockettes is the 
Christmas Spectacular. 

Because of the nature of their most famous dance move 
the kick line, you must be between five feet six inches tall and 
five feet ten inches tall to be a Rockette.  To perform the iconic 
move, the tallest girl stands in the middle moving out to the 
shortest girls on the ends. The girls link arms and kick their legs 
up past their shoulders in unison. 



Rockefeller 
Center Tree

In the 1920s construction workers pooled their money 
together to purchase the first ever Rockefellar tree.  The tree 
was twenty feet tall and decorated with homemade garland by 
the workers’ families. The tradition caught on and by 1933 an 
official fifty feet tall tree had been erected every November.  In 
1997 the Christmas tree lighting started being broadcast live on 
television. In addition to the the seasonal tree, the Rockefellar
Center is home to shopping and dining locations for the tourists 
and locals. The tree is the biggest crowd-pleaser, but the 
decorations are pretty amazing too. It takes fifty thousand 
lights to wrap around this enormous tree and the crystal star at 
the top of the tree weighs five hundred and fifty pounds!



The Nutcracker
The Nutcracker is a classic Christmas tale of a family’s 

holiday celebration.  There is no talking or narrating in the 
performance as the ballet dancers tell the story with their 
movements.  The ballet has two acts: one part shows the fancy 
party scene and the second part focuses on Clara’s dreams 
where she falls in love with the nutcracker himself. 

The nutcracker doll originated in Germany and was a popular 
holiday gift. The doll has a large mouth to hold a “nut” and a lever 
on the back to push down so the doll’s teeth crack open the shell 
of the nut. Designs can vary and many of the dolls are more for 
decoration than actually cracking nuts. Did you know some people 
even have nutcracker doll collections?



5th Avenue Holiday 
Displays

If you are looking for beautiful Christmas displays, you 
must walk down 5th Avenue and take a peek in the shop windows. 
Many cities have a similar tradition, but none can seem to top 
New York City’s displays. Planning for the intricate designs starts 
about a year out, and hundreds of people take part in making 
the decorations. There is a walking tour that starts at 
Bloomingdales and takes viewers to the most popular windows. 
The gracefully moving pieces and complicated designs bring 
large crowds, but it is worth the wait!



And much More!

• The Empire State 
Building is colored 
green and red for the 
months of November 
and Christmas. 

• When the ground 
is white, many 
people can be 
found sledding in 
Central Park. 

• Enormous 
ornaments 
help get 
everyone in 
the holiday 
spirit!


